Review of Luke O’Sullivan. Categories : A Study of a Concept
in Western Philosophy and Political Thought. Edinburg: Edi-
nburg University Press, 2024. vi 4+ 344 pp., € 90.00, Hardback,
ISBN 9781399524155.

I would like to open my review of Luke O’Sullivan’s book Categories:
A Study of a Concept in Western Philosophy and Political Thought
from the end of this book, namely, from the author’s essential message
that in the modern world it is absolutely necessary for everyone to be
historically competent. The most important task of history as a science is
to enable people and citizens to make educated political judgments and
act responsibly, realizing the possible consequences of their actions. This
was emphasized almost a hundred years ago by Robin Collingwood, who
lived in a very difficult and unprecedentedly dangerous historical period
for Europe and the whole world in the first half of the twentieth century,
marked by two world wars, genocides, and the creation of totalitarian
states. O’Sullivan draws attention to this point again and argues that the
critical study and teaching of history can help us organize our common
life in such a way that it is meaningful, imagined, and explained in the
rational terms. For this to happen, a culture with an analytical view of
its own past must be fostered in society, and this is not an impossible
ambition. In my opinion, this position is also very much in line with that
of Bertrand Russell, according to whom philosophy is by its very nature
the art of rational thought and conjecture. Philosophy can teach everyone
to be open to experiencing the world, to be respectful of other people’s
worldviews, to be careful and accurate in their statements, and to be
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as realistic as possible. This means a clear understanding that the world
cannot be changed for the better in a single moment, no matter how much
we want it to be, and that change requires everyday permanent thoughtful
work. And it comes from the study of the conceptual tools - the categories
that we use to comprehend the world and our place in it in the ontological,
political, and historical dimensions.

O’Sullivan rightly notes that category theories have always been part
of a larger set of ideas. Therefore, the main goal of this work is to
present category theories in their relationship to knowledge, politics, and
history. This implies a thorough study of how conceptual and categorical
systems (tools of thinking) formed at various times were used to defi-
ne the boundaries of knowledge, how they influenced the construction
and changes in the socio-political models of society, and how all this is
connected and affects our ideas about the past. This approach can be
useful in explaining the background of many contemporary philosophical
discussions. The author does not aim to prove that any one approach to
categories is correct. On the contrary, he believes that all the theories
discussed are important. Therefore, the first two chapters of the book are
devoted to the consideration of categorical systems of Antiquity (Plato,
Aristotle) and New Age (I. Kant, G. Hegel), and the third chapter presents
an original approach to the study of category theories themselves in the
Modern era.

Thus, in the third section on «Contemporary Theories of Categories»,
O’Sullivan proposes to distinguish three main contemporary schools of
thought on categories: fragmentarians, subordinationists, and pluralists.
Fragmentarians claim that there is no way to create a comprehensive
categorical scheme of the sort attempted by Kant or Hegel, and they
deliberately employ the idea of «the fragments as a metaphor for the
current situation in the world at large. The author considers Friedrich
Nietzsche, Theodor Adorno, and Michel Foucault to be fragmentarians.
Subordinationists strive to restore a single privileged form of knowledge
of some kind, whether in the form of one particular categorical scheme
or by transcending categories entirely. The subordinationist position is
mainly represented by logical empiricists such as Otto von Neurath and
Willard Van Orman Quine. The author also places the existentialist
and phenomenologist Martin Heidegger in the same school of thought
as logical empiricists. This interesting thought experiment, on the one
hand, is surprising and intellectually provocative, but on the other hand,
it allows the author to explain the history of the complex interacti-
on between two seemingly completely opposite philosophical traditions.
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Pluralists can be defined as those who try to find a middle ground between
fragmentarians and subordinationists. They reject the idea of one kind of
knowledge as privileged over all others, thus denying subordinationism,
but still consider it possible to talk about separate kinds of knowledge
within the general system of knowledge, thus also refusing the idea of
fragmentation. The author counts Robin Collingwood, Ernst Cassirer,
and Paul Ricoeur among the pluralists. O’Sullivan’s innovative optics
allows us to look at the development of modern philosophy from the
second half of the nineteenth century to the present day from a new
perspective. This helps to better understand both the main ideas of each of
the approaches under consideration and the essence of the contradictions
and discussions between them in the process of evolution of certain
philosophical concepts and category theories. Regarding the criticisms of
the proposed study of the history and modernity of category theories, it
should be pointed out that the author himself is aware of at least some
of the problems. In particular, the book is more less entirely about the
Western philosophical tradition and, as a result, there is an absence of
names and concepts of non-Western philosophers in the study, although
category concepts were actively elaborated, for example, in the Indian and
Chinese philosophical thought. Another «weakness» of the work under
review, as the author recognizes, is the omission of women philosophers
from the examples studied. In my opinion, the examination of Hannah
Arendt’s philosophical works in the context of a pluralistic school of
thought could have significantly strengthened it. In addition, O’Sullivan
himself notes that there are far fewer pluralist philosophers than there
are representatives of fragmentationism or subordinationism. However, it
should also be admitted that the author’s goal was primarily to highlight
the basic concepts of categories and their relations to knowledge, politics,
and history, that to some extent justifies certain limits and restrictions in
his work.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize once again what I believe
to be the main thesis of this remarkably interesting book: we must be
very careful about how we think and what categorial tools we use. This
determines how we define ourselves, how and with what we identify
ourselves within different contexts, how and by what criteria we classify
others, and whether there is a «<room for a human being» in our categorial
system. The modern world of scientific, information, and technological
breakthroughs, in which there should seemingly be no place for full-scale
wars and crimes against humanity, brings us back to addressing the eternal
questions of human existence. We must once again actualize and defend the
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concepts of freedom, equality, justice, human rights, international law and
the value of a just peace. All these are concepts or categories, that is, the
«invisible» (thinking) that explains and organizes the «visible» (reality).
Therefore, this book is a timely and intellectually stimulating work that
brings us closer to a greater understanding of the «mystery» of human
thinking. It also raises in an original way the long-standing question of
the interrelations between ideas and materiality, at least that part of the
material world that is created by humans - society, politics, and history.

Per’to ma kuaury Jloka O’CamniBana «Kareropii: ocuri-
JPKEeHHsI KOHIIEeNTYy B 3axiauHiit ¢imocodil i momiTuuniilt mgymitis:
O’Sullivan, Luke. Categories : A Study of a Concept in
Western Philosophy and Political Thought. Edinburg: Edinburg
University Press, 2024. vi + 344 pp., € 90.00, Hardback, ISBN
9781399524155.

¢ xorina 6u mouarm orasy kuuru Jloka O’Cantisana «Kareropil:
Hocaimkents KOHIENTY B 3axinmiit dimocodil i momituaniit aymmi» 3 11
KiHIIS, a caMe 3 BayKJIMBOTO BUCHOBKY aBTOPA PO Te, IO B CyIACHOMY CBiTi
KOYKHIl JIFOJUHI ITpoCcTO HEeoOXiaHO OyTH icropudHO rpamMoTHUM. KpuTndaso
BaKJIMBE 3aBJAHHS 1CTOPIl K HAYKU IMOJISATAa€ B TOMY, 100 chOpMyBaTH y
JIIOWHA 1 TPOMAIIHIHA 3JATHICTE POOUTH OCBiUeHI MOITHYIHI CyI>KEHHS
Ta JIISTH BiJIIIOBI/IAJIBHO, YCBIIOMJTIOIOYH MOXKJIUBI HACJIIJIKM CBOIX BYMHKIB.
Ha npomy HarosomnyBas Maitzke ¢To pokis Tomy Pobin Kostinrsy, :KuBy-
YU B JIy2Ke CKJIaJIHUM i Ge3mperie/ieHTHO Hebe3neunuii jiyist €Bponu i cBiTy
icropuanHmit Iepios mepiol mooBUHU XX CT., IKUH BiI3HAYAETHCI JTBOMA
CBITOBUMH BiiffHAMW, TEHOIUJIAME Ta TBOPEHHSM TOTAJITADHUX IE€PXKAB.
O’CaJsniBan 3BepTae 3HOBY yBary JI0 €l JyMKH 1 HAITOJISATAE, M0 KPUTUIHE
BUBYEHHS Ta BUKJIQJIAHHS ICTOPIl MOXKe JIOIOMOI'TH HaM OPraHi3yBaTH
HaIlle CHiJbHE YKUTTS y TaKuil crocid, 1mob6 BOHO HaOyBaJIo 3HAYEHHS,
VSBJISIIOCS 1 TOSICHIOBAJIOCA B PAIliOHAJIBLHUX Tepminax. g mporo B cy-
cuiberBi Mag 6yt chopMOBAHO KyJIbTYyPYy 3 AHAJITHYIHUM MOTVISIOM HA
BJIACHE MWHYJE, IO HE € HEIOCsKHOI MeToln. Ha Moo mayMKy, Taka
MTO3UITisI € TAKOXK JIy2Ke CyTOoJIOCHOIO 3 mro3utiieio beprpana Paccena, 3rigno
3 kUM (pisocodist 3a CBOEIO MPUPOJIOIO0 € MUCTEIITBOM PAIiOHAILHOTO MU-
cieHHs 1 nepeabadentsi. PistocodcTBYBaHHST MOXKE HABUUTHU KOXKHOI'O OyTH
BIJIKpUTUM JI0 M3HAHHSA CBITY, CTABUTHCS 3 TTOBArOIO 10 CBITOTVISIIB IHIIIX
Jrofieit, OyTH yBayKHUM Ta ODEPEKHUM y CBOIX BHCJIOBJIOBAHHSIX, & TAKOXK
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CIIpUiiMaTH *KUTTA MAKCUMAJIBLHO peasicTudHo. [le o3navae qiTke po3yMiH-
Hsl, IO CBIT HEMOXKJIMBO 3MIHUTH Ha KPAIle OJJHOMOMEHTHO, K OM MU I[HOTO
HE XOTiIM, i Mo 3MiHM TOTPEOYIOTH IMOJEHHOI MOCTYIIOBOI YCBIIOMJIEHOT
nparii. I moYnHaeTHCsT BOHA 3 JIOCIiI2KEHHS TOTO KOHIENITYAIbHOTO iHCTPY-
MEHTapil0 — KaTeropiif, ski MU BUKOPUCTOBYEMO JIJII OCMUCJIEHHS CBITY 1
CBOI'O MiCIISI y IIBOMY CBITi B OHTOJIOTTYHOMY, ITOJIITUIHOMY ¥ iCTOPUIHOMY
Bumipax. O’CautiBaH CIyIIHO 3ayBaXKye€, IO TEOPil KaTeropiit 3aBxkan
Oysu YaCTHHOIO OiTbIOoro KoMmIIekey imeit. Tomy ocHOBHA MeTa mparii — e
BUKJI ] TEOPiil KaTeropiit y iXHbOMY B3a€MO3B’I3KY 31 3HAHHSIM, ITOJTITHKOIO
Ta ictopieo. TobTo, MaeThbcst Ha yBasdi peTesbHE JOCTIIKEHHsSI TOrO, sK
chopmMoBani B pisHuil 4ac noHATIiHO-KaTeropiaabhi cucremMu (IHCTPYMEHTH
MUC/ICHHS) BUKOPHCTOBYBAJIUCS I BU3HAYEHHSI KODJOHIB 3HAHHIA, 9K
BOHU BILIABAJIU HA PO30Yy/IOBY Ta 3MiHU B CYCIHIJIBHO-TIOITUIHAX MOJIEJISTX
KUTTA CyCIJIBCTBA, a TAKOXK K II€ BCE IIOB’S3aHO 1 BIIMBAE Ha HAIITI
ysBJIEHHS 11po MuHysIe. Taknit miaxims Moxke OyTH KOPUCHUM J1JIsI TOSICHEHHST
MiArpyHTs 6araThoX Cy4YacHUX (pLIOCO(MCHKUX JAUCKYCili. ABTOp HE CTABUTH
co0i 3a MeTy JIOBECTH, 110 AKUWCH OJIMH IiIXiT 10 KATErOpiil € IpaBUIbLHUAM,
HaBIIAKH, BIH BBaXKae, IO BCI PO3IVISHYTI Teopil € BazkmBUMH. ToMy mepri
JIBa, PO3ian MOHOTpadil MPUCBAIEHO PO3IIIATLY KATEropiaJbHUX CHCTEM
Anruranocri (Ilmaron, Apucroress) i Hosoro yacy (I. Kant, I'. Teress), a B
TPEThOMY PO3JILJII NIPEJCTaBJIEHO IIKABUU aBTOPCHKUI IIi/1XiJ1 10 BUBYEHHS
camux Teopiit kKareropiit 8 HosiTHio 100y.

Orxke, B Tperbomy posziai mpari «CydacHi Teopil kareropiit»
O’CaJsutiBa MPOTIOHYE BUPI3HATH TPU OCHOBHI CydYacHi NMIKOJIU MUCJIEHHS
CTOCOBHO KaTeropiit: pparMeHTapucT, CyOOPANHAIIOHICTA Ta ILIIOPaJTi-
cru. PparMeHTapuCTH BBAXKAIOTh, II0 HE ICHYE MOXKJIMBOCTI CTBOPUTH
BCEOCSI?KHY KaTeropiajbHY CXeMy, IOIIOHY [0 Ti€l, $Ky HaMaraJucs
punpamoBatu Kant 4ywm Ierenb, a TakoXK CBIiJIOMO BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTH
imero dparmenTa gK <«meradopy» UIsT MO3HAYEHHS CYJIACHOI CHTYyartil
B cBiTi 3arajgom. Jlo dparmenTtapuctie aBTop 3apaxoBye DOpimpixa
Hime, Teomopa A topao Ta Mirmesnst @yko. CybopauHAaIiOHICTH IParHy Th
BLIHOBUTH €IUHY IpUBiIeiioBaHy GOpMy 3HAHHSA: YU TO Y BUIVIAJML OIHiET
KOHKPETHOI KATeropiaJbHOI CXeMHU, Y1 TO MIJITXOM IIOBHOT'O BUXOJTY 33 MEKi
kareropiii. CybopauHAIIOHICTHYIHA TO3UIis B OCHOBHOMY IIPEJ/ICTABJIECHA
JorivauME emripukamu, Takumu sk Orro don Heipar i Biutapn Ban
Opman Kyaita. o ojiel mKojm MUCTIEHHsI 3 JIOTIYHUMHU €MITipUKAMI
aBTOpP BIJIHOCUTH TaKOXK ek3icTeHriajgicta Ta denomenosora MapTtina
Taiimerrepa. Ileit mikaBuii MUC/IEHEBUIl €KCIIEPUMEHT, 3 OJIHI€] CTOPOHU,
BUKJINKA€E TOJINB Ta IHTEJIEKTYaJIbHO MPOBOKYE, TPOTE 3 IHINOI CTOPOHHU,
JO3BOJISIE aBTOPY IIOSCHUTU ICTOPIIO CKJIQJIHUX B3aEMOBIJHOCUH JIBOX,
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Ha, MEpINUil MOrisil, aDCOJIIOTHO MPOTUIEXKHUX (DII0COMCHKUN TPAJIMIIIA.
ILmopamicTiB MOXKHa BH3HAYUTH SK TaKUX, MO0 HAMAraloThCd 3HAUTHU
30JI0Ty CepeauHy MiXK (parMeHTapucTaMi Ta CyOOPIUIIIOHAICTAMI.
Boun BinkumaoTh ieo omHOrO BUIY 3HAHHS SIK MPUBIICHOBAHOrO HaJT
yciMa, iHMUMU, TAKUM YUHOM BiIKUIAIOYMN CyOOpJMHAIIOHI3M, aJje Bce
2K BBaXKalOTh MOXKJIMBUM TOBOPHUTH PO OKPEMi BHJIM 3HAHHS B MeEXKaX
3araJibHOI CHCTEMU 3HAHb, TAKAM YHHOM TAKOXK BIIKHIAIOYN 17I€10
dparmenrapuocti. o mwmopadictis Hasexkars Pobin Kosutinrsyn, Epmcr
Kaccipep i Iloas Pikep. Hoartopchka omruka O’CasiBana J103BoJIsIE
TOIUBUTHUCS HA PO3BUTOK CydacHol disiocodil Big apyroi mosmounu XIX cT.
JI0 HAIUX JHIB i HOBUM KyToM 30py. lle momomarae Kpaiie 3po3yMiTH K
OCHOBHI iJ1e1 KOYKHOTO 3 PO3IVITHYTUX IiJIXOJIB, TaK 1 CYyTHICTh MPOTUPIY
Ta MUCKYCifi MK HUMHU B TPOIEC] PO3BUTKY OKpeMHuX (LIOCOMCHKIX
KOHIIETIIiN Ta Teopiit KaTeropiii.

CTOCOBHO KPUTHYHHMX 3ayBayKeHb IOJI0 3aIPOINOHOBAHOI PO3BIJIKK B
icTopito Ta cydacHICTb TeOpiil KaTeropiil, cjij mJKpecanTu, 110 aBTOp CaMm
nobpe ix ycBimomiroe. 30KpeMa, Iie aKIEeHT Ha 3axigHiil (pirocodCbKiit
Tpagumii i, AK pe3yJabTaT, BIACYTHICTb B PO3IJIAMI IMEH Ta KOHIIEIiN
He3axigHnx ¢izocodin, Xo1ua KOHIEMNIIIT KATeropiit ak THBHO pO3POO.TSAINCs,
HAIIPUKJIAI, B iHAIMCHKIN Ta KuTalchKilt ¢dpimocodcenkiit gymri. e omgnmm
«CJIADKUM MiCIIeM» PO3TJISHYTOl poOOTH, IKe MMOBHICTIO BU3HAETHCSA aBTO-
POM, € BiJICyTHICTBH >KIiHOK (bisocoduHb Cepell JOCTIKYBAHUX TPUKIIAIB.
Ha wmoro gymky, posrisit ¢piiocodchbKoro gopobky Xauuu ApeHjar B KOH-
TEKCTi IUIFOPAJIiCTUYIHOI MIKOJIM MUCJIEHHS MOTIJIO 61 11 3HAYHO IIiICHINTH.
Kpim Toro, O’CaniBan cam 3ayBakye, mo (digocodiB-TmopasicTiB Kijib-
KiCHO 3HAYHO MEHIIe, aHi>K IMPEJICTABHUKIB (pparMeHTapu3My Ui CyOOp-
guiianicTie. [Ipore TakoxK cJiiji BU3SHATH, 110 aBTOP CTaBUB CODI 3a MeTYy,
MepIIl 3a BCe, BUCBITJIMTU OCHOBHI KOHIIEHIIT KaTeropiit i ixuix 3B s3KiB 31
3HAHHAM, TMOJITHKOIO Ta ICTOPI€Io, MO MEBHOIO MipOI0 BHIIPABIOBYE MEBHI
paMK# i OOMerKeHHsI B floro mparti.

Hacamkinenp xoTista 6u 1mie pas miIKpecuTH, Ha MOIO JyMKY, TOJIOBHY
Te3y IbOTO HAI3BUYAMHO IIKABOTO JIOCJIII?KEHHS: MU MAE€MO OyTH JIy2Ke
YBaXKHi JI0 TOTO, K MU MUCJUMO 1 IKUH KaTeropiaJibHUN iHCTpyMeHTapilt
BUKOpUCTOBYeMO. OCKIIBKY BiJ| IBOTO 3aJI€2KUTh, STK MU BUZHATAEMO CAMUX
cebe, gK i 3 ynM imenTudikyeMo cebe B pisHHX KOHTEKCTaX, sIK i 38 SKUMHI
KPUTEPIAME KIACUPIKYEMO OTOUYIOUNX, 1 UM € «MiCIle JIIOAUHN» B HaIiit
kareropianpaiit cucremi. CydacHuit cBiT HayKoBoro, indopmariitHoro i
TEXHOJIOTIYHOrO IIPOPUBIB, B SIKOMY, 3aBaJIOCh O, BxKe He IMOBUHHO OYJIO
6u OyTH MicIld JiJTst TOBHOMACIITAOHUX BiffH 1 3JIOYMHIB TPOTH JIFOJSTHOCTI,
3HOBY IIOBEPTAE HAC JI0 BUPIMIEHHS BIYHUX MUTAHD JIIOJACHKOTO iCHYBaHHSI.
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Mu maemo 3HOBY akTyasi30ByBaTH i 3aXUIIATH IOHSITTSI CBOOOIM, PIBHOCTI,
CIIPaBEINBOCTi, TPaB JIIOJAWHU, HOPM MiKHAPOJHOTO MIpaBa 1 I[IHHOCTI
cripaBeIMBOro Mupy. Bee 1ie € moHATTAME ab0 KaTeropisiMm, TOOTO THUM
«HEBUMMUM>» (MHUCJIEHHsI), sIKE TIOSICHIOE 1 BIODSIIKOBYE «BUAUME» (IIifi-
cuicTb). ToMy 1151 Ipars € HaJA3BUYANHO aKTYaJbHOK Ta IHTEJEKTYAIbHO
CMUJIMBOIO PO3BIJIKOIO, siKa HabJIMXKae Hac J0 OLIbIIOrO PO3YMIHHS <«3a-
rajKn» JIOJICBKOTO MUCJEHHsI. A TakOXK y I(iKaBHWii CIOCIO akTyasisye
JAaBHE MMUTAHHS B3a€MO3B 3Ky imeit Ta Marepil, mpuHaiiMmi Tiel wacTuHI
MaTepiaJIbHOTO CBITY, SKUII TBOPUTHCS JIIOJUHOIO — CYCITJIbCTBA, MOJITUKA
Ta icTopil.

O.B. Mimasosa
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